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The small brick house 2t Porio 3allo stands on & woodad
nill on, the north side ol Quecns Croek, about hall-way between
the cresi’s conflusnce with the Yok River and Capitol Landing
one ol itne docking areas that served Wil amsburyg in the

-
[V}

eighteenth contury.

Sesandrouin's 1752 map of the ez zhows five
bulldings at Portc Bello plantat.o be inter-
preted as Lord Duamore's residence three snall
outbuiidings--cne to the north and % all c¢crzek vo
tiic west., Dunmore himsel? described noas a norse
elaborate complex in nis (porians t for conpen-
sation from the British aovcrn”cud utlicn, He
valued the buildings ats 600 for ses a2t Porto
Zellc with Kitchens and O:;ic“s,” ~ Jullidings &t z
Pori0o Bello newly erected, a LAPSE ba?n, Cow Houaes, Stables, (
Fatning House, Work Shops euc." The Qwelll ng nouse is znot
noved zs “newly erected,” and =o could have bsen standing before
wie preperty was purchased by Dunsore.

Ihe rather extensive outbul ding conplex notwiithistanding,
Porte Zclle served not as the governor's princinal residence

;b”t ratner nls country retreat and aunﬁiuo lodge. Dunmore in-
Gicaved its simple nasure oy cetuiing the woctq of its furniture
ati; 80, as compared tow3,2 for the Covernor's Palace at

w¢lx¢ﬂ*3buro.

Althougn local tradition lzabels the present house as thal
ccceunlied by Dunmore the structure exhibits scue Features zore
wypical ol the post- eVOEut¢o“wwy Var period, and it pyerhaps
dates frozm about 1800 4 shallow C“p;cesion just north of the

| structure may be the siteof Duuzcre's earlicr house, a possibil-
ity what wlignt be borne ocut by archaeclogical examinaticn., Yhe
25 1er nouse may have served as a scurce of brick rsused in the
later bullding, with the 0ld cellar being fill d in the fourth
270

ar 0oF the elzhteentn century. Oniy the walls of the pre-
house survived g fire 1in 1915. The interior and extericr
is modern and the plan is altered. Tre Flemlsh bond brick
s had supported a clipned ganbrel roo_, but the upper end
walls wera token Jdown and & &auuafd rooi wae placed on the re-
maining masonry.

ot U2

The original p»lan, as rerenbzred by a former occupant, was’
unusual for Virginla and more ityplcal of New England houses,
| It consisted of two roocms on each floor, all heated by a sin izle

center chlimney. Between thls chimney and the front wall was a |
gsmall entrance hall, and behind it waa a stalr to the second

27

Zloor,

The Jack arches have been replaced, and scne alteratlons
~o window and &oor cpenings have taken niace. ALY otner brick l
work is In original condition., Tae buildinz is unoccupied, but |
it remains in & Talrly svabls state and 1 receliving minlmum .
zainvenance from tne United Sta® - ailitary. ’
5.4.C. !
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|*70 Pinnie died at Porto =2allio later

U8 olter tae land and houses then exlistinz 7T
i [

in ¢

‘olantation wus pucchOSd atl zuction by John
‘qn Deceuber., In November, 1770, it was conveyed to Willila: and

Rachel Druasmond.

Drummond died in 1773, znd in une autunn Porto RBello was
2
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During nais short tera as royal governor of Virginia, Lord
Duntore acaulred some extensive Lrachs cf Iand in the western
vart of the siate, and a co cuntry niantation on the Vor River
calied Porto 3ello. "His Lordships country Houss ab Porio
Zeile" was a convenilent six miles Tron Williameburg, and al-
though 1ts OWHQ'SLLD by the governor was short lived, it fig-
ured in the dranatic fina ubaQes ol Virginia's co7on*al period,

The earl eat known ourner of 2orto Bello was Jonn Jaome
Hullolte, a colonial of dubious naracter, He was ordered by
tne York COhﬁtJ Court in 1755 to repay £28, 16 shillings that
'Le nad wen fron Alexander Pinnie of Willlamsburg by gambling
aitn loaded dice. As Hulletic was unable to ralise sufficicnt

Loney to comp7y with the court order, the wnership o; Porto

jello w2s transferred to Pinnie by the CGen orwl Court In $(Ju.
rinnle had sim¢lmp;y vad luck, being forced by nis creditor

oo

or sale in H**uﬂ,
he year, and the
Prentils and Compan

N,

O

fo.e

J

}offe ed for sale »prior to public auction in Novexnber. Tnn“
Soon arose a controversy, and Rind's Virginis Gazetie of Novem-
Der 4 carricd a not¢ce in which hr Srumnond accused an ua-
named "third pemon' of intert ering - with the szle of her propert
2orto Bello was bought by Lord Ddﬂ‘OPu later in the year, and
it has been conjectured - at he was the "third person,®

Dunmore retzined own rghilp of the property until patrict
2ostllity forced him frov tae colony on the eve of “he Revolu-
cion. The nicuse seems L0 have not been used 27 the govcrnor
&5 & true country n ouse, and 1% was srobwoly uul_ié :d mainly
as a qunuiwg lodae and Dl; zfugze Iro Litical haggllng.
IIn June 1775 Dunuore de 23 that Williagmg=
jourg were tOu dargerous 3;' n o, and s
e tcox ref Lothe Z »I River
The Virgini after ih
Pglzce had ship's
Comgsticks and bag-
isase, te zi e left
the Fowley a barze Irow Yorktown |
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Lo Porte Bello. The gentlemen had Gimner there, but thney found
it neccesary to bent o Dasty retreat when an arged contingent of
?gtriﬁﬁm Frcm William*ourb Wao o scen apsrosching.  Duntore wrote
Loatl Twe led Just time to get into oar boat and to eccape.”  Twe
carpenters brought to cub a most for one of the shins were left |
behind and captured by the Virginizrs. {
The Virginia authorities seized Porto Ballo along wiih Dun- f
mere's personal possesslons at the Palace, sold the postesgicns
av public auetion, and rented the plantatlion to Dr. Jarncs Oaﬁtcr.g
In Xcvember, 1779, the ustate was goid by Jarmee Zhields, cschea- |
tor of York County, to Francis brizghit, The Bright famlly retaine
ownersily Tor half a century, and vrusmbly bulilt the present briclr
house, Samuel Francis Briznt was born in 1003 and in 1827 he I
narried Susan Hannah. - 1o died and wasz buried
&t Porio bello, her gra Del : 3] in Z Revival
table tcib. Bright ma, 2l & in 1534, o 1o Elianna
farla Jerdone Scutnall This unicn waz alsc shortlived, for

7]

3
ic
Elianna died in 15%9 and was ouried av Portoc Bello.
ol e

The property passed tc varicus owners later ia the ninsteenth
century, and was owned by the sanone fan 1ly when the vresent
structure was gutted by Zire in LSi5 the houce was rebullt withd

e v At A T,

I Wor. WE L IT th‘u T‘.C’Op—

in the old walls, and &% “he beglnning o
Tederal governient snd became

erty was sold by the Mahones o the
part or Camp Peary, Navy Seabee basz

The site remains in a largely unQﬁSEijcu ste and archae-
clogical excaV&ulon nlgat CSquliSﬂ waether the prSunt bullding
is Dunmore's or whether the depression to ithe north is the Revo-

lutionary pericd house.

The site of Portc Bello is an 1*Jowtupu lanémark of Virginia
in her role in the cclony's move %o indevendence. From here the
state's last royal bove"aor Tled open patrioct hostility, forced

Mk

back to the safety of his shipboard he sadquarters., The revolu-
tionary cnaracter of the colony had changed from defiance to
uiLiu&nCu, and the firet armed clash between Virginia end British
forces &t the Battle of Greagt Brldze was five months away.

AT
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
. 1 hereby certify that this property is included in the

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 {(Public Law
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§9-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.
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